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From Aboard the Van-herring, 
ANOTHER 


LETTER © 


FROM 


LEGORN 


To an Eminent Merchant in Lond. Sept 23. 1680. 
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SIR, 


Y Jaft inform'd you what ill Circumſtances our Ship and 
Ships-company were in; this comes to tcl] you how matters 
now ſtand with us. And to ſreak the truth, they are but little 
mended. The Mahometans aboard, and abroad,are (t1!] plot- 
ting our deſtrutticn. Though at preſent they are pretty (i- 
lent, yet they are not alleepz we may expeCt a [torm after the calm. You 
wonder why this Ship is ſo much the obje& of their ſpight'! for this you 
muſt underſtand, ſhe was once in their poſſcfſion, and *twas the beſt Ship 
they had; they made great Merchandize of her ; till anon a noble Captazr 
that commanded her, was fo affronted with their infolence, and offended 
with their ſuperſtition, that he turn'd the moſt of them aſhore, and put 
Chriſtian Officers and Sailers in their room. And ever (ince the Mahometans 
have been reſt]c(s in their attempts to ruin or recover her 1mto their 
hands again. T1s within the memory of ſome yet alive, that they had amoſt 
devilliſh deſign upon her,and it had like to have taken eftett. Some of them 
on board had very cunning]ly put Gunpowder under the place where the - 
Captain and his Council of Officers were to meet, inteading to have put 
tire to it, and to have blown them all up into the air : this treacherous Con- 
{piracy was diſcovered by the ſagacity of the Captain himſelf; and the ring- 
Jcaders beiug delervedly executed, their heads were fixed for the terror of 
others upon the top of the Main-maſt. Not long before that, they rig'd out 
a Fleet, that they thought and call'd Invincible,and coming up to this Ship, 
they attacker her as ſhe lay at an anchor ; but the heavens helping, ſhe worſt- 
ed that great Armado, and fome of the Ships being fired, others ſtranded, 
and the re {t ſcatter'd, ſcarce any return'd home to give an account of their 
11] ſucceſs. It was but the other day that they employ'd lome to tire the great 
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ta Gf the Ship, which was effeRtually accomphitr,” One #lger ive con- 
ri1:d he had an hand in't, and was accorumgly cont mire 2h) cxrcuted, 
{):ners were accuſed; bur the Li: eget GOT Loma Out withe way, And af- 
tr the they Conail of Othcers lad a little lo ke: rfto the built is, It Was 
wilt up I know not how, and never enquired alter ligce, Fiuweover the 
£1 42m32tans milt of their aim, for in a lie time the Cabbin was repaired 
:i2, and is now much more ſpleudid than 1t was vctoure. Sie theic dill 
tatinents they have pla) | at ſeveral {ma!l ganns, bring relylved never 
(tn 1out g:.and now they tak they have ſuch guod Cards lu thetr hands, 
it 73CY Can but get rid out the Captain, they Make lo que {tiun ut lweeping 
the likes, Therefore they have 1ndemed with leveral uf late ty tgke him 
41 3 but yet he hath eſcaped their malicious hands, and ſume ct theie {which 


is very [trange) have elcaped the hands of Jaltice. My Her told you of Vir, 


' . a little Dttor, or Chicurgcons-mate, anc! this wil tcl you of anuther, "a 
its! od Cinkator , bora 1a 82, or thereabuurt, hel Vos try'd allo for ths 
, y om” bold atiemprt, and though the Sailors vioul.l have laid an Lu: ndrect Nos Cnc, 
ng Ven They heard the Evidence: agiinlt hiv, lc would be congen?d, yer be 
0H Vas ciear'd. Some others allo have been unc:poetedly acquitted upon their 
JLKE Trial ; particularly two finale Patlengers, O24 Icmpeſtuous Loy Chic: 
AE, other 3: 1 {mpudentc Strumpet : Th: ; Latter was fo hars 'y, at Ke aiterward 

6 34 4.7 put forth 2 lying Libel in dc ation. of the A/cLoweten, alles comms thurt the 

(211 #44 Conf. th:zn upon record againſt them, Was extoried by Ido py LGILUICS 5 
; #4190 a thtag never practic*d 2buard this Ship z tor this lie was leatenc'sd to itaud 

of 1309; two or three times at the Capltorm; and the ! VOys tngers GIG itch to auulet 

RW | * rwith Puch and Tar z tur the Clemency ot che Othicers would not lulter 
3 np PEE . Thele proceedings you may imagine dou't a little animate the Conipt- 
"ne : —_ And there is one little accident fallen our greatly to their content, 

us, Ra after they had barbarouſly murder'd (as you heard betore) an honeſt Boat- 
| ſwain, the Captain put another in his room ; a little ſprunt tellow, thar did 


ferrer them about; rhere could nvt be two or three oft. them topether, bur 

| he was preſently ac their heels ; this {awcinels of tis they dcem'd inſutfer- 

vw abl-, therefcre an hole was quickly picket ia his coar, and, he ſent aſhore 3 
ſo chat now they can club and cabal tog=tker withuut controul 3 and if any 

{hill mol ſt them, they mult look to themſelves. An honcit Prarter- mater 
a lietle while ago, did bur a little dilguit them, aud preſently y they appolny- 
rd {ome delpzerate Rufhans to diſpatch him 3 theſe taking their opportuatty 
when he was all alone, fell upon him and cut his Throat 3 bur boiag (car's, 
| they did their work to halves; for the Quertir-124iiter by good looking at- 

- cr recovered, and 13 like to do well. 

| The Captain, though he doth not fiy much, yet duubrlecſs he cannot but 
relent thele doings; and I believe allo that he 1s lomething cougceritl aboar 

the growing Greatneſs and power of Alzzier; tor het hath {ent to ſome other 

Ships to league with him for mutual lecurity and deteuce : and wwou this 


; hangs a precty (tory, in the Arſenal ot the Counmonweaith of Geror, (which 
of ; + not far from us) there rides a Ship call'd the Fan Tramp, o lulty {tour Ship 
88 | ſhe is, and (a1l'd altogether by Chritians and Anti Mibometans ; thts Ship 
* | 40ne hath bura up / —_ all the power ot A4lc:er. Io this Sttp the Captain 

& bs | ſcnr that there might be a nearer Alliance betwixt theman! when the Vieten- 


gr came aboard, who ſhould hefind there but an Envoy from Al-jer, Woo was 
negotiating ; the very;ſame thing tor his Matter 2 And we are intorm'd that be 
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had cungiogly infiouated him{ it nao fume grear Oheers aboard the Skip, 
and had tugnzcited ro them the preac glory and prow<ls of bys Mizlt-r,as alio 
the nar dnels and great onfaithfulnctls of thr Van-berring, and bad them're- 
member how unhandfomely the had larcly tzrv'd rhem im a Voyage trom 
Smprns, However the Captain and the Geuerality of the Otherrs Were too 
witc to be 4, howd led 1no an Allance with Alezer ; they were tenlible *twa 
againlt thor tat elk rhar the Var-berrirg (bould tall 1ihto the hands of the 
Algerines > tor it fo, all the favour they could exp-&t, would be that which 
U!z//cs obrain'd of Poliphemws - to be laſt devour'd. And yet there 1s aor 
{} good an underſtanding and fo tirm an Union and Alliance berwixt theſe 
two Ships as molt defire, for certainly would they keep together, ahdvre- 
lulutely itand one by another, the Algerines would quickly pull 18 thetr 
hores 3 yea, theſe two Ships 1n conjunction are ealily able to deltroy the 
nclt of Pirates; they may keep them 10, that they (hail not peep oug at Sea, 
yea, they may fail upon them aſhore. There is a multitude of Chriltian 
ſlaves there, whoſe bundage 1s fo grievous to them, that they would be glad 
of any opportunity to revolt. For my part 1 am not out of hype to lee fuch 
a delign carried on for the good of all Chrilteadom. I know ſome of the 
priacipal Cicers, and the generality of Sailors of both Ships delice it ſhould 
be ſo. However 1t gives {ome ſatisfaction, that tne C uptain hath now at laſt 
declared, That his Council of Officers ſhall fir, and conlule abour 
common-fafety. If you ask the reaton why their coming together hath been 
ſo loag deter'd, I kaoww none bur the Captain himlelt that can give you a po- 
litive an(wer z though others may ſtumble oa this or the ether probable 
conjeFure. Some think the Liewtenart and others of the Aubometar faction ' 
are the cauſe. *'Tis manifeſtly their intereſt to hinder the Councils -fitting. 
"Tis likely they'l begin where the. former Council letr, they'l fall 
a raveling iato this Hel/iſh and Damnable Plots, and then the five great Cri- 
minals ot which my laſt told you (who are (till kept 1n the Hold of the Ship) 
with many others will probably go to potzyea,'ris an even-lay but they*l fall 
foul upon the Lieutenant himſelf, to did the Council that'laſt mer, who Vo- 
ted that the Plotters took too great encouragement from the Lienterants 
being a Mapo-zctan, thereupon the Succeſſion might be thought dilputable. 

I obſerve that a grear many of the Sailors have a wonderful kindneſs 
for the Captain's Eldeſt Son : He is now aboard, and when ever he appears 
upon the Deck, they flock abohym, and ſhery him all imaginable reſpect. 
A day or two ago he went up toreſhip, and I warrant you there were 
Scores following him with ſuch loud Acclamations, as made the Ship to ring 
again the Lieutenant heard it,and bir his hp ; and though he faith nothing, 
[ believe he thinks the more. It appears he is a lictle jealous of him 5 how- 
ever the Capt4in hath been pleaſed to declare publickly, that he was never 
married to his Mother; but yet he did not fay he was not his Father;he owns 
him (till for his Son; and the Sailors tor his own and his Fathers honour are 
loth to think him lilegirimate, 

Well, let the Father fay what he will of lis Son, upon my word he is a 
brizk young Gentleman, and by profteſtion a Chriſtian, and one that is re- 
nown'd for a perſon of admirable valour amongſt rhe arabometans them: 
ſcives. \Whether the Council will 1aterpole and concern themſelves about 
tl:is matter is uncertain ; but ſome of the lefs wary Sailors have thoughe 
one realon why the Council have not fat, to be a fulpition left they ſhould 
Latermeddle with the Bulinets of Succeſſion. | Agun, 
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;them, That though his Offticers may, yet the Captain himfelt can't do amils. 
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Again, others think that ſome who' are no Mabometars (at leait they are 
not tluch profefledly) may be faulted ; %tis too well known, and it can't 
be conccal'd, how the Chriſtians them{clves that are in the Ship (the 
more is the pity) are not all of a mind, There are many "that don't 
very well like, the mode of Worſhip we have aboard ; tacy fay that 
ſeveral of our R-!tgious uſages are borrowed from the X4bometans, this is 
the ſentiment of ſome of our Officers, and of a great,it not the greater num- 
ber of the Sailors 3 this difſent of theirs doth greatly enrage the other par- 
ty, for this they ſtigmatize them, and ſometimes leverely handle them, which 
they may do by the Orders of the Ship. One would think our common 
danger {hould 1taduce us to uſe more moderation.” And ftinders-by that are 
not ſo deeply concern'd and engag'd in a party, do think the petty dilter- 
ences among{t us are capable of an accommodation, and the rather becauſe 
both fides agrce ia the main, Only there are a tew halt-witted 2nd hare- 
brain'd bigo.s thatblaw up the coals.Nay,there are ſome that are not aſhamed 
to declare, they woult rather be Mahometans than. Chrittian dillenters ; 
which it toay 5c 15 truly enough ſpoken tor that they are Semi- Mahonetans 
already; they are theſe mungril-Chriſtians that do us the greatelt riichiet 3 
if we ever be dcitroy'd, *ewill be by the 11d fire of thelo men. 1 heſe be 
they that difliwa:!c the Captain from calling his Counc:! together ; fearing 
poſlibly leſt they ſhould make ſome alteration in the preſcni Or:icts of the 
Ship in favour cf the diflſeating party ; which they may be the wore 1» 
clin'd to do, for as much as they fiad them to be very taithful is the inte- 
reſt of Chriſtianity, and moſt forward (upon all occations) for the Ships 
welfare and ſafety. They ſee alſo that the ſeveritics they have for {yractime 
been under, have not had their intended ctic&, in as much os they are in- 
creas'd and not diminiſht thereby. Some of theſe Phreneticks (for fo they 
may be call'd) arc often buzzing the Captain in the car with the rude carri» 
age of a Council of Officers in his Fathers days. It happer'd, as you have _ 
probably heard, that his Father had a conteſt with his Council, and from 
words they fell to blows, and in the ſcuffle the good old Captain was kill'd 
and thrown overboard z this unhappy and unheard of Tragedy, is ever now 
and then ript up to alienate the preſent Captain from his Council; though 
we all know the now Council hath not the ſame power, nor doth it conlilt 
of the ſame perſons. 1 believe they are a company of as honeſt men as ever 
uſed the Seaz and on my conſcience they have that reſpect and honour for 
the Captain, that they would hazzard their All for his ſafety and preſerva- 
tion. And it ke would but be adviſed by them, he might be as happy a man 
as ever commanded a Ship. If in his Condutt he ſhould have been any ways 
tardy or dchcient,they would take no notice of it. For 'tis a Maxim among(t 


S I R, 


Tours to ſerve Tow, Eve. \ 


et ———— 


Printed,and are to be Sold by Richard 7 aneway in Queens-head- 


Alley in Pater-Noſter. Row, 1680. 
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